
8.22.16    Funeral for Dorothy Tebedo 

 

John 11:25-26 “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;  

and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”  

 

Did you happen to read the obituary?  “Dorothy loved her church and loved going to hear the true Gospel.  She 

always sat 4th row from the front, right side. She never wavered from the row.”  I had to smile.  I’ve never read 

that before.  I was thinking to myself, “What?  That’s not right! She’s on the left.”   But I have a different 

perspective, and now she does too.  She’s made it all the way to the front.   

 

In Dorothy’s will she wrote,  

“First, realizing the uncertainty of this life, I place full confidence and trust in my Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ, who promised, I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even 

though he dies;  and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”     

 

What a nice and short testimony of faith.  Life definitely is uncertain.  These words were originally spoken to 

Martha who was mourning the death of her brother Lazarus four days earlier.  Martha and her sister had sent for 

Jesus in hopes that he would heal Lazarus, but Jesus showed up too late.   It was far too long for Jesus to do 

anything since his body would have already begun to decompose.   But nothing is impossible with God.  Jesus 

was able to recompose Lazarus with simple and powerful words.  “Lazarus, come out.”   

 

Dorothy has been dead four days now too, but I don’t think she’d be too happy with us if we somehow had a 

Lazarus moment here and now.  She wanted to die and leave this earth.  She was ready to go to heaven.  Who 

can blame her?  God had blessed her with many years and life wasn’t getting any easier.  She didn’t want to live 

here forever, especially when she was out of her home.  Her wish was granted, and as Christians we can be 

happy for her.   I know of some that have lasted in a nursing home a lot longer than they wanted to.  Dorothy 

didn’t have to suffer too long here before the LORD took her home, and you also didn’t have to watch her 

suffer for months on end.  We can be thankful for that.  God called her home to heaven.   

 

When we say that, we need to remember that heaven isn’t something we should just assume for everyone.  The 

Bible doesn’t speak that way.  It actually says that many are called, but few are chosen.  It also says that the 

pathway to hell is broad and many enter therein.  If we are going to speak with such confidence with Dorothy, 

then we had better know why.  She isn’t in heaven because she sat so close to the front of church, although that 

is a rare treat for a Lutheran minister.  Nor is she in heaven because of the afghans that she made with her 

mother or for mailing messengers for the church.  She is not in heaven because she had a magnetic and 

sparkling personality.  Dorothy is in heaven because of Jesus.   

 

In her will Dorothy made reference to what Jesus said of Himself in John 11.  “I am the resurrection and the 

life.”  What a claim Jesus made!  I AM the resurrection and the life.  John 1 begins by showing how Jesus 

brought life into existence here.  It says in 1:3-4, “Through him all things were made; without him nothing 

was made that has been made.  In him was life, and that life was the light of men.”  Just as He brings life 

into the world from NOTHING, He also brings life into the world from DEATH.    He doesn’t just bring it 

about.  He is the very substance of it.  Without him there is no resurrection and there is no life.  He proved that 

beyond a doubt when He then raised Lazarus from the dead after FOUR DAYS.  This was nothing, however 

compared to what Jesus did with Himself.  After He had been whipped and beaten and crucified in a most awful 



death on the cross, Jesus came forth from the grave three days later as a completely new and powerful man - no 

more weakness and no more death - just the nail holes in his hands and the hole in his side.   

 

When we say that Jesus is THE LIFE, it isn’t only because of the resurrection.  Jesus is also the life because of 

His death on the cross.  We know the real reason for the cross.  He didn’t just die because of the hatred of His 

fellow Jews.  Jesus was crucified because that’s what He came to do - what He volunteered to do - what He 

wanted to do out of love for us - to die on a cross for the sins of the world - to be blamed for the sins of the 

world.  We see Jesus hanging there to be punished for our sins.  We know that Jesus didn’t die for good people.  

He died for sinners, all of them and all of their faults.  Ironically, it is in Jesus’ death that we find life - for it is 

in Jesus’ death that He pays for our sins.  This is what gives us life and hope to know that God isn’t going to 

punish us for the sins we have committed.   

 

Jesus died for Dorothy too.  This is what Dorothy confessed in her will as well,  

Knowing that the wages of sin is death, I believe that Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, suffered and 

died for the forgiveness of all my sins, which I neither deserve or merit, but receive as a free gift of God, 

who is rich in grace and mercy.   

 

Isn’t this a wonderful confession of faith as well?  Dorothy knew she was a sinner and that she needed 

forgiveness.  She didn’t claim any merit for herself, she didn’t even think of it.  We don’t need to try and find 

some great and special thing about Dorothy to make us think she deserved her spot with Jesus.  We don’t need 

to come here and pretend that Dorothy was the perfect mom and the greatest person in the world.   Dorothy was 

a simple person.  She worked at Powertrain 30 years.  She tried to raise her children as best she could with the 

help of her parents.  She loved the outdoors.  She loved to eat and she could put it away, and she may have had 

an addiction to shrimp.   She had a blunt and straightforward way of speaking that may have made Donald 

Trump blush.   She had a very serious look about her and it was hard to make her smile or talk.   And none of 

that matters when it comes to her salvation.  Jesus didn’t die just for talkative people or warm people.  He died 

for all people, including Dorothy. 

 

But just because Jesus died for everyone doesn’t mean everyone is in heaven and it doesn’t mean Dorothy is in 

heaven either.  Jesus said, “He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;  and whoever lives and 

believes in me will never die.”  Dorothy showed evidence of her living faith in Jesus.  She felt it was very 

important to listen to God’s Word and receive the sacrament.  She knew it was important to have her children 

baptized.  She wanted all of you to believe in Jesus.  She took that part of her life very seriously.   And as a side 

note, that is something that is to be praised.  We live in a generation of people that is obsessed with 

entertainment and fun.  It has become their god they worship on Sunday mornings and every other day of the 

week.  Whether it’s hunting or sports or music or beer, anything and everything takes precedence.  They forget 

that there is a Judgment Day coming.  Would that more people were more serious about life and put a greater 

priority on Jesus - that we didn’t live only for the here and the now.  Those of you who know Dorothy know she 

didn’t live for entertainment, although she did enjoy going to the cabin in the summer times.   As a sinner she 

wanted to stay focused on Jesus.   It was through faith in Jesus that we can say Dorothy is in heaven.   

 

If you don’t want to believe in this Jesus, or if you want to believe that all people just go to heaven because God 

is good, then that is not the way that Jesus revealed salvation.  You will come to a rude awakening on Judgment 

Day or when you die.  Then you will fully understand how important Jesus was and should have been to you 

when He called you to repent and believe.  But by then it will be too late.   



 

Dorothy took church seriously.  People often say that “I don’t have to go to church to go to heaven.”  But 

church is where baptisms happen.  When we are baptized into Jesus we are baptized and bathed in His life and 

credited with His death.  Church is where the Lord’s Supper is given.  When we partake of the Lord’s Supper 

we also receive Jesus’ own body and blood, the very things that Jesus used, His own life, to give us forgiveness 

and life.  When we come to worship we confess our sins and receive forgiveness.  We hear the Word of God 

and we are focused on Jesus in the word and songs.  The life of Jesus flows into us and over us through His 

word and sacraments, and we have life.   This Jesus is what Dorothy received in the fourth pew from the front.  

This brings comfort to me for the state of her soul.   

 

When Jesus told Martha all of these amazing things about Himself He then asked her a simple question, “Do 

you believe this?”  He wanted her to know that through Him she would see her brother again in heaven at the 

resurrection of the dead.  This is what Jesus wants you to know as well about Dorothy.  Do you believe this?  

Martha answered Him, “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who 

was to come into the world.”  Dorothy also answered Jesus, “Yes, Lord” as well.   Jesus’ promise of salvation 

by FAITH is why we say that Dorothy will rise to eternal life.  

 

Jokes have been made about people who “have their own pew” at church.   I heard that in the local Catholic 

churches people actually used to pay for their pews.  I don’t think we’ve ever had such practices, or at least I 

hope we haven’t.  Nonetheless, we become accustomed to seeing people in a certain place in church, and I like 

it.  It is easy to tell when someone is here and when someone isn’t.  That’s not all bad.  Dorothy sat at the fourth 

pew from the front to hear about Jesus and sing His praises.   It was great to see her here on Monday nights.  

She will be missed.   

 

There was a synagogue back in the 18th century that made an ornate place marker for a man that used to sit in 

the same pew every week.  They hung it over his spot in the pew so that no one would sit in his spot even after 

he died.  They did it because the man who died was a renowned scholar and they never thought he could be 

replaced.   

 

We won’t ever replace Dorothy.  Yet she has been replaced in a different sense, as her soul has gone to heaven 

to be with Jesus.  That is why she came here in the first place, to be with Jesus.  “She never wavered from the 

row.”   More importantly, she also didn’t waver from that faith and that focus on Jesus.   That is why we can 

rejoice today.  We aren’t going to make an ornate marker to ban people from sitting in her spot.  She would 

probably rather that you fill her spot, to find the same hope in the same salvation through the same Savior in the 

same faith in the same place. Amen.  


